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(Chaffey and Lisle 2008, pp. 81–106
and Taylor 1995, pp. 55–59). For that matter, more 
than a half century ago Whitcomb and Morris (1961) 

model. It is not my intention to review the biblical 

few, if any, have pointed out serious physical 

for its physical shortcomings.

water on the earth to cover the highest mountains, 
such as Mount Everest, as they now exist. Of course, 
this ignores the tectonic upheaval that global Flood 

many mountains that now exist existed prior to 
the Flood (Whitcomb and Morris 1961, pp. 77, 268). 

years old and has undergone gradual changes, 

surface in terms of that belief (uniformitarianism). 

refuted (Whitcomb and Morris  

physical scrutiny? It does not stand up well, as I shall 

model.

 
The Ross model includes no physical barrier 

Mesopotamiaf
Genesis 7:19 tells us that,

and all the high hills, that were under the whole 
heaven, were covered.

Flood was global, he does not believe that all of the 
hills and mountains of the earth were covered at the 

7:19 as follows: 

anything but water, horizon to horizon, from his 

Gulf or the vast Mesopotamian plains on water as 
much as two or three hundred feet deep, no hills or 
mountains would be visible from his position.

plains were covered with a two or three hundred feet 

hills were covered by the Flood, rendering Genesis 
7:19 almost meaningless. 

versions of the same satellite image. The unedited 
version shows the modern day Arabian Peninsula 
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the Flood happened during the Ice Age, and that the 
Flood was restricted to the region of Mesopotamia. 

Sea level during the Ice Age was several hundred 

feet lower than today, with sea level at any particular 

Gulf today are much deeper than a few hundred feet, 
their connections to the Indian Ocean (the Mandeb 

Strait of Hormuz for the Persian Gulf) are relatively 
shallow. However, today there is a path that is no 
shallower than 250 ft (76.2 m) through the Strait of 
Hormuz. The path through the Mandeb Strait and 
the Gulf of Aden has a similar minimum depth. 

then the Flood must have happened when sea level 
was at least 250 ft (76.2 m) lower than today.

to portions of Mesopotamia, part of the Arabian 
Peninsula, and the Persian Gulf. It is important to 
note that the Persian Gulf is connected to the Indian 

While the resolution of this image is low, it is possible 

about 320 ft (97.5 m) above current sea level, but not 

sea level.1
rose to more than 320 ft (97.5 m) but probably less 
than 350 ft (106.6 m) above current sea level. This is 

Satellite image of the Arabian Peninsula showing 

commons.

With ice still covering much of North America, Siberia, 
and Europe, global sea levels would have been lower, 

Sea as dry land.

1 For the elevations above current sea level, I used Google Earth. While Google Earth elevations are not the most accurate possible, 
they are readily available, and their accuracy is well suited for my purpose here.

a little over 300,000 mi2 2), according to the 



three hundred feet [60.9–91.4 m] deep.” Assuming 
that sea level then was at least 250 ft (76.2 m) lower 

must have risen to nearly 600 ft (182.8 m) above sea 
level at that time. These waters connected to the 
Indian Ocean through the Strait of Hormuz, so how 
could the water have piled up in Mesopotamia nearly 
600 ft (182.8 m) higher than the sea level of that 
time? The Strait of Hormuz is slightly wider than 

water level in the Persian Gulf nearly 350 ft (106.6 m) 

would have been even wider then. Given the depth 
and width of the Strait of Hormuz, it would have been 
impossible for the water to have been impounded to 
a depth of 20 ft (6 m) across the Mesopotamian plain, 
let alone a depth of nearly 600 ft (182.8 m). A local 

considerable physical barrier at the Strait of Hormuz. 

Lack of drift of the Ark

under the whole heaven were covered,” recall that 

the Persian Gulf or the vast Mesopotamian plains on 
water as much as two or three hundred feet deep, no 
hills or mountains would be visible from his position.

Genesis 7:19 statement that all the high hills 
were covered applied. Assuming that the events 

of Genesis 7 largely are sequential, it could have 
been after the 40 days and nights of rain (Genesis 

introductory encapsulation. If so, then Genesis 7:19 
serves to describe an occurrence achieved during the 

hills being covered must be no later than the 150 day 

that Noah began his voyage in Mesopotamia, but 
given the large height of water above sea level in 

current transporting water off of Mesopotamia, down 
the Persian Gulf, and out into the Indian Ocean. Why 

would have been transported far south and east from 
its point of origin.

The location of where the Ark came to rest

of the mountains of Ararat is not clear, though they 
generally were north of the portion of the world 

certainly would include the mountain with the 

the mountains of Ararat could even include foothills 

a dot on the ruins of Nineveh. The Zagros Mountains 
lie to the north of Nineveh with foothills extending 

few hundred feet above sea level.” The Nineveh site 

The airport at Mosul is at about 700 ft (213.3 m) 
above sea level today. The ruins of Nineveh average 
about 750 ft (228.6 m) above sea level. In contrast, 
Baghdad, which lies much farther south in the plains 
of Mesopotamia, is little more than 100 ft (30.4 m) 

location of Baghdad was covered during the Flood, 

Nineveh the altitude is about 1400 ft (426.7 m) above 
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the ancient city of Nineveh have been found. Credit for 
terrain image: Google Earth.
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north of Nineveh is not particularly hilly—there are 

with a low angle slope upward toward the mountains 
to the north. Proceeding northward, the elevation 
increases, but the land does not become hilly until 
an altitude of nearly 2000 ft (609.6 m). North of there 
the land is hilly—most of the land is at least 2000 ft 
(609.6 m) above sea level, but with many areas far 

false.

area at an altitude of only 1500 ft (457.2 m) above 

location of Nineveh (located in Mesopotamia), more 

the lower plains of Mesopotamia and certainly did 
not extend to the region that he claims contains the 
mountains of Ararat. In other words, there are not 

that might qualify as the mountains of Ararat.

concept of a global Flood, both on supposed biblical 
grounds, but especially on supposed physical and 

to a global Flood depend upon misrepresentation of 
the global Flood model (such as Mt. Everest existing 

prior to the Flood), but also upon the assumptions 

about past processes (uniformitarianism as opposed 
to catastrophism) but rather upon observations and 

conceivably could amend his model by postulating 

sea level, but that proposal would suffer from many 
of the problems that he claims the global Flood does. 
Furthermore, since such a level could not have been 

global Flood of sorts.

Old earth creationism on trial. 
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